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to call in other judges, when we had full knowledge of the circumstances, what would have been our dilemma if, conscience commanding one course, we had found ourselves antecedently bound to abide by the conclusions of another arbiter?   For let us not deceive ourselves.   Absolutely justifiable, nay, imperative, as most Americans believe our action to have been, when tried at the bar of conscience, no arbitral court, acceptable to the two nations, would have decided as our own conscience did.   A European diplomatist of distinguished reputation, of a small nation likeliest to be unbiassed, so said to me personally, and it is known that more than one of our own ablest international lawyers held that we were acting in defiance of international law as it now exists; just as the men who resisted the Fugitive Slave Law acted in defiance of the statute law of the land.   Decision must have gone against us, so these men think, on the legal merits of the case.   Of the moral question the arbiter could take no account: it is not there, indeed, the moral questions must find their solution, but in the court  of conscience. Referred  to arbitration,   doubtless the Spanish flag would still fly over Cuba. There   is unquestionably  a higher   law than